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The purpose of this Airmuniticns Letter is to

present a

pericdic summary of incidents wherein nuciear weapons were involved,
and to provide a resume of the EOD operations conducted at the site(s).

2.

This summary includes an incident Teported during March 1961

and which will hereafter be referred to as NWI=-61-3,

NWI=61=3

l-

4,

Location:

Near Yuba City, Califcrnia
Date: |

March 1961

Type cf Incident:

Crash of B-52 aircraft

Brief:

a. A B=32 aircraft carrying twopombs crashed
hear Yuba City, California, Upon impact, Both bombs wére torn from

the plane and severely damaged.

b. An AMC EOD team was dispatched to the si

there approximately four hours after initial notificat
ing preliminary observations and findings were made:

(1) Appropriate security of the impact

effected by Beale Air Force Base and the County Sherif
personnel.

results,

(2) Radiation menitoring had been cond

(3) The aircraft disintegrated upon im

Was strewn over a large ares (Figures 1 and 2).

te and arrived
ion. The follow=

area had been
f's Office

ucted with negative

pact and wreckage
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{45 The Beaie Air For:e Bace EOD Elemenrt had searched
the area, policed up il ¢:attered HE. ard re’cvered or lozated all
significant weapon Tomporents, =x’spt 073, Ore tritium bottle, which
was located later was moniltored with regative results and packaged
with the other bottle, '

c.: To facilitats description, the bombs wiii be referred to
as Bomb A and Bomb B.

(1} Bomb A was not as se?erly'damaged as Bomb B.
Figure 2 shows the para:hute assembiy iz +r:z foreground and Figure 3
shows the main case se2tior and PTimaty zpa‘te :hamber after removal
from the case. The Primaiord nad dstonated but tre reef lire cutters
were intact.

(2} Bomb B rezeived more damage and had

&
several pi Figures 4 and % show tre se:oxdary,

e main case section,

Tear polar cap assemblies, and Figure 11
\ p p

» = 1loto small pieces and the

the parachute as
it w i

§ in
Te intact,

d. Rendering Safe Prsredures - Bomb A.

{1) Since the tritium bo“tie had beer torn icose uwpon .
impact, Beale Air Force Base EOD personnel had crimped the gas tube o i
protruding from the polar tap. Monitoring with tiie T=290, AMC EOD per= Y';
sonnel removed the polar cap- Powdered HE :ould be observed inside,
Interior monitoring with a PDR-27 gare a fiuttuation of .l mr/hr. The
entire HE sphere was distorted ant apparent.y shattered inside the
plastic space chamber. Ten galiors of engirs 01} were poured over the
HE and satisfactorily acted as a geésensit:izer and also as a coagulant
to facilitate removal of the HE :.udge,

(2: The polar 1é4p relaining boits were removed and the
cap assembly detached (Figure 12!, rese3ilng the broken and powdered HE.
The rear portion of the dce -hsrrer had broken away, permittin
access to the HE.




Figure 1. Afrcraf: wreckage - looking North from point of impace.
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Flgure 2. Alrcraft wreckage - looking Soukh.

Bomb A Parachute assembly in foreground,
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e. Rendering Safe Prozedures = Bomb B, f;i

(1) The HE sphere had compl attered, and Beale -. ™
AF Base EOD personnel had recovered the HE The pit (4
was found intact. AMC EOD personnel complete e s which con- .

sisted of locating the remaining detonators, locating and identifying
remaining weapon components and cleaning up nuclear residue. The RSP
was simplified and quickly accomplished due to the broken condition
of the bomb.

f. Recovered HE and detonators were burned, and the nuclear
components were turned in to the Muritions Maintenance Squadron at

Beale Air Force Base.

—

'g.-pare detonators not found during the AMC EOD
operation are being recovered by the Beale AF Base EOD Element.

- h. Excellent support and cooperation were given all phases
of the EOD mission.

5. Unusual problems:
Rain and muddy terrain hampered the operation.
6. Contamination:s

None,

FOR THE COMMANDER

uém..?%.,

JOE M., WHITFIELD DISTRIBUTION

Colonel, USAF 1 ¢y per organization authorized
Commander Explosive Ordnance Disposal
2705th Alrmunitions wing Personnel possessing AFSG's

32548, 461X0 (EOD Qualified)
46171 or 46131





